Chronic cholecystitis with lymphoid hyperplasia.
The clinico-pathologic features of six cases of chronic cholecystitis with focal lymphoid hyperplasia (CCLH) are described and compared with five examples of malignant lymphoma involving the gallbladder. The clinical presentation of CCLH was identical to that of conventional chronic cholecystitis with cholelithiasis. Microscopically there was chronic inflammation and fibrosis in the wall of the gallbladder as well as extensive lymphoid hyperplasia with many lymphoid follicles having germinal centers. The five patients with malignant lymphoma also had chronic cholecystitis; four had a previous diagnosis of lymphoma established by a lymph node biopsy and were also found to have liver involvement during cholecystectomy. The gallbladders with malignant lymphoma showed acute and chronic cholecystitis and a monotonous lymphoid proliferation easily distinguishable from CCLH. We conclude that CCLH displays characteristic pathologic features and should be separated from the chronic and xanthogranulomatous types of cholecystitis.